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Safeguarding Through Sport Meeting
Thursday 13 March 2008
At Lings Forum, Northampton
Chair: Cathy Little(Northamptonshire Sport)
Minute Taker: Cathy Little (Northamptonshire Sport)

Present: Karen Nooney (Children and Young Peoples Services), Colin Hull (South Northamptonshire Council), Laurence Kay (Northampton Borough Council), Claire McNab (Lings Forum), Evonne Carr (Daventry District Council), Donna Morrison (Kettering School Sports Partnership), Rachel Ritchie (Corby Borough Council), Quintin Allen (Wellingborough Council), Cathy Little (Northamptonshire Sport), Natalie Smith (Northamptonshire Sport) 
Apologies: Kristy Frior (Northants FA)
Agenda: 

· Minutes of last meeting

· Policy / Procedures update 

· Communication update (Young peoples cards / website)

· Training update / discussion

· Review National Standards and agree key actions for 08/09

· AOB

Minutes of last meeting matters arising
The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the previous meeting

Policy / Procedures update 
CL updated that group that the policy had been agreed at stakeholders in December along with the framework. The framework is the recommended minimum operating standards for safeguarding throughout the Northamptonshire Sport Partnership. Organisations who do not have there own policy in place are also welcome to adopt the county sports policy which has been adopted by the Northamptonshire Sport Core team.

CL informed the group that a slight change has been made to the policy since Dec 07, this is the inclusion of LADO’s in the reporting process.

LK informed the group that NBC have adopted the policy and will be encouraging other partners to do so.

EC stated that DDC will also be adopting the policy.

CH stated that SN had a county wide policy, where as QA stated that WBC has a draft policy but he will adapt to suit sport.

It was suggested that a summary version was needs for coaches and parents which could signpost to the full policy for more info. An insert for the Safer Sport clubs leaflet was suggested.

EC suggested that the facilities forum should have safeguarding as a standard item on there agenda.

It was also suggested that guidance on events may also be needed.

RR asked if CRB checks should be clear prior to working with children or young people. CRB checks should be risk assessed. RR agreed to attend the regional risk assessment training and feedback to this group.

The question was asked as to how the policy would apply to contractors. CL stated that the Northamptonshire Sport Core team have agreed minimum standards and these will apply to all contractors and when funding is being given out. CL agreed to share these at the next meeting

The group spoke again about feeding back to other forums. It was reminded that the following people are responsible for feeding back:

Quintin Allen – Community Forum

Donna Morrison – Sports Forum

Evonne Carr – Education and skills forum

Colin Hull – Physical Activity Forum

Actions: 

· CL to e-mail the latest version out to group members

· CL to draft Executive summary of the policy

· CL to draft Club insert 

· Take update information to facilities forum (CL to talk with CH)

· CL to contact SE with update on events leaflet and forward to group members for comments

· CL to forward RR details of the next CRB risk assessment course

· CL to bring core team MOS to next meeting

· All group representatives to feedback to relevant forums
Training update / discussion
A pilot designated persons training was held in Feb, please see attached sheet for full feedback.

Other feedback discussed at this meeting included:

Need to have more examples which are sports or club / coach based

A long time was spend discussing and filling in the form

Clarity is needed on when a LADO should be contacted

It was felt that on occasions the tutor got frustrated with the group

There is a lot of information for a club volunteer welfare officer

Not clear on who to contact 

It was felt that the info contradicted with NGB / CPSU guidance

Case studies were really good – need more time on these

Should also include poor practice

Needs to be less scary for volunteers

Needs to be more ‘sporty@

Need to get a balance between sport specific info and local LSCB information

Need a summary of the training for people booking onto this

KN stated that they have a process which they run through with volunteers which includes a 3 hour workshop.

Actions:

· CL to draft out a summary or workshop brief

· RR/ CL/ NS to meet with trainers and discuss future workshops

· RR to run awareness workshop

· CL to contact an NGB to pilot the workshops with a specific sport in Northamptonshire

· KN forward information to CL
Communication update (Young people’s cards / website)
NS updated the group on the young people cards. The designs are expected back tomorrow and these will then be circulated to the group for comments. Consultation on content ahs taken place with NGB’s, SSP’s, LA’s, CPSU, SE and the youth sports forum. Everyone already consulted with will have the opportunity to again input on the design.
Website – improvement to the Northamptonshire Sport safeguarding pages were discussed, the following suggestions put forward:
· Pages for designated officers

· Links to partners 

· List of organisations signed up to the policy

· Official sign up sheet

· Add a link on where they can register as a designated officer and receive updates etc

· Downloadable documents

Actions:

CL to build up website considering suggestions put forward
Review National Standards and agree key actions for 08/09

The group looked through the CPSU standards document and under each standard identified areas of support needed or work for the group to undertake.

Standard 1: need to disseminate existing info to a wider audience

Actions: Distribute info wider, inserts for Safer Sport leaflets, exec summary of policy

Standard 2: need more clarity around information sharing protocol. Need to look at recording and complaints (including timescales)

Standard 3: need to re visit policies and procedures for recruiting staff and volunteers (including AOTTs). Need guidance on away trips. It was suggested that Bob Bursen may be able to run some training with the group on this.
Standard 4: need shared codes of conduct for children, young people, parents, coaches, spectators. Discuss at PDM meeting as Competition manager is also looking at this.
Standard 6: users views of policies

Standard 7 – need further advice

Standard 8: 8.4 and 8.5 need advice from LSCB

AOB

NYG – requested that NM send out guidance. CL to e-mail out Child protection guidelines.

Action: please let CL know if you need more leaflets for NYG.

Date of Next meeting: 
Thursday 12 June  2008; 10am in Wellingborough  (Venue tbc)
If you have any agenda items for this meeting please forward them to calittle@northamptonshire.gov.uk no later than Friday 2 November 2007
